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MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania.—T his Society held its annual meet- 
ing at Hollidaysburg, on’ Wednesday and 
Thursday, May 30 and 31. 

The meeting was called to order at 10 
o'clock, May 30, by the President, Dr. 
Gemmiill. 

Drs. G. Emerson, J. A. Landis, and J. 
McCulloch, were appointed a committee to 
examine and report.on the credentials of 
members. 

This committee reported the names of 
those entitled to seats. 

On motion of Dr. A. 8. Kennedy, Dr. 
R: P. Thomas, of Philadelphia, was ap- 
pointed Treasurer, pro tempore in the ab- 
sence of the Treasurer, Dr. West. 

The Committee on Credentials reported 
that since the last session two new socie- 
ties had been organized, viz: one for Frank- 
lin, and one for Washington County; the 
constitutions and by-lawsof both of which 
had been approved by the censors of their 
respective districts. 

‘On motion of Dr. H. Carpenter, the 
reading of the minutes of the last session 
of thé Society was dispensed with. 





The session was formally opened by the 
President, Dr. Gemmill, with a brief but 
pertinent address on the importance of the 
complete and systematic organization of the 
medical profession throughout the State, and 
the leading objects to be gained by such 
organization. 

On motion of Dr. F. G. Smith, the 
thanks of the Society were tendered to Dr. 
Gemmill for his able and eloquent address, 
and that he be requested to furnish a copy 
for insertion in printed Transactions. 

On motion of Dr. Morton, it was 

Resolved, That the sessions of the Society 
be from nine to 12 o’clock A. M., and from 
two to five P. M. 

On motion of Dr. Ross, it was 

Resolved, That the reporters of the pub- 
lic press have every facility afforded them 
for taking minutes of the proceedings. 

On motion of Dr. Thomas, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee of Nomina- 
tion, to.consist of one from each County re- 
presented, selected by its delegates in at- 
tendance, be appointed ; and that said com- 
mittee be instructed to designate the place 
of meeting of this Society in 1856, 

The report of the Chester County Medi- 
cal Society was presented and read, and, on 
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motion, referred to the Committee'of Pub- 
lication. It being understood thatthe com- 
mittee by whom the report was drawn up 
have the privilege of making such correc- 
tions therein as they may deem proper. 


Arrernoon Session, May 30, 1855. 


The minutes of the morning session 
were read and approved. 

The Committee of Publication presented 
their report, as follows :— 

The Committee of Publication beg leave 
to report that they have had printed seven 
hundred and fifty copies of the Transactions 
of the session of 1854, at an expense of 
$316;4f5. 

Copies were transmitted to the several 
county societies, in proportion, as far as it 

‘ could be effected, to their respective ratio 
of representation. 

The Treasurer, Dr. F. West, presented 
his report, showing a balance in the Trea- 
sury of $32. 

On motion of Dr. Condie, it was 

Resolved, That the account of the Trea- 
surer, with the vouchers accompanying the 
same, be referred to an auditing committee, 
and Drs. S. Lewis, S. A. Ogier, and J. H. 
Seltzer, were appointed the committee. 

The following gentlemen were announc- 
ed.as constituting the Nominating Commit- 
tee, agreeably to the resolution adopted at 
the morning session :— 


Berks—Dr. J. H. Seltzer. 
Blair—Dr. J. A. Landis. 
Cambria—Dr. W. A. Smith. 
Chester—Dr. 8S. A. Ogier. 
Delaware—Dr. C. J. Morton. 
Huntingdon—Dr. H. Orlady. 
Lancaster—Dr. J. H. Ehler. 
Miflin—Dr. Bowers. 
Montgomery—Dr. F. B. Poley. 
Philadelphia—Dr. S. L. Hollingsworth. 
Schuylkill—Dr. J. 8. Carpenter. 
Washington—Dr. J. Wishart. 


The report of the Huntingdon County 
Medical Society was presented and read, 
and, on moiion, referred to the Committee 
of Publication. 

The report of the Schuylkill County 
Medical Society was presented and read, 
and, on motion, referred to the Committee 
of Publication. 

On motion of Dr. Yardley, it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
to examine the minutes of last session, and 











report any unfinished business that may ap- 
pear thereon requiring action at the present 
session. 

Drs. Yardley, Shrack, and Christie were 
appointed the committee. 

A communication was received from the 
Reading-Room Association. of Hollidays- 
burg, granting the use of their reading- room 
to the Delegates to the Pennsylvania State 
Society during their sojourn in the borough. 

On motion of Dr. Condie, the privilege 
thus granted was very gratefully received, 
and the thanks of the Society were directed 
to be presented to the association for their 
very polite and liberal action in the premi- 


ses. 

The report of the Medical Society of the 
City of Reading and County of Berks was 
presented’ and read, and, on motion, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Publication. 

On motion of Dr. Carpenter, of Lancas- 
ter, the resolutions in reference to delin- 
quent members appended to said report, 
were laid upon the table. 

The Committee on Unfinished Business 
in the minutes of last session, presented the 
following report :— 

The Committee on Unfinished Business 
report that they have examined the minutes 
of last year’s proceedings, and find the fol- 
lowing committees were continued to report 
at this session, namely, 

1st. Committee on Adulteration of Drugs. 
(See printed Transactions, vol. iv. p. 10.) 

2d, Committee on Vaccination and the 
Preservation of Vaccine Virus. (See print- 
ed Transactions, vol. iv. p. 10.) 

They further find that reports are due 
from the following committees appointed 
at the last session, namely, 

lst. Committee on Blanke for Reports 
from County Societies. (See printed T'rans- 
actions, vol. iv. p. 13.) 

2d. Committee on Resolutions submitted 
by the Chester County Medical Society, 
through Dr. ' arrish. (See printed Trans- 
actions, vo. iv. p. 17.) 

Signed, Tuos. H. Yarpusy, 
Joun Suracr, 
R. W. Cunusti. 

On motion of Dr. Condie, it was 

Resolved, That the several items of busi- 
ness referred to in said report, be now taken 
up seriatim, 

It wae stated, on behalf of the Chairman 
of the Committee on Adulteration of Druge, 
that he had prepared a report on the subject 


ek: «= © 
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which would, no doubt, be presented in the 
course of the present session. 

On motion, the committee was continued. 

Dr. Carpenter, of Lancaster, stated that 
he had been requested by Dr. Parry, the 
chairman of the Committee on Vaccination, 
&c., to state that, inasmuch as no new facts 
had reached the committee in reference to 
the subject committed to them, they had 
not thought it worth while to prepare a re- 
port from the materials they had been en- 
abled to collect, and begged to be discharg- 
ed from the further consideration of the 
subject. 

Dr. Condie remarked, that, inasmuch as 
he was convinced that a digest of the facts 
at present known in reference to the pre- 
servative powers of vaccination, and to the 
preservation of vaccine virus in a state best 
adapted to produce effectually its influence 
upon the system of those in whom it is in- 
serted, and a comparison of the experience 
of the medical profession in different por- 
tions of Europé on the several pointe in- 
volved in these important questions, as given 
in the reports of several medical associations 
abroad, would be acceptable to the great 
body of the profession throughout our 
State, and that it would be calculated also 
to remove some erroneous views and prac- 
tices still entertained, and pursued in rela- 
tion to vaccination, and, at the same time, 
to promote the extension of vaccination 
among the community at large, by render- 
ing its protective powers more uniform and 
certain ; he, therefore, moved that the com- 
mittee be continued, with instructions to 
report at the next session of the Society. 
Which resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Dr. Cassidy asked leave to withdraw from 
the committee, which request was not 
granted. 

The chairman of the Committee on 
Blanke for Reports of County Societies 
presented his report, which was laid upon 
the table for the present. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Re- 
solutions, presented by the Chester County 
Medical Society, not being present, the 
committee was, on motion, continued with 
instructions to report at the next session. 

The committee appointed to audit the 
Treasurer’s accounts, reported as follows :— 

The committee appointed to audit the 
Treasurer’s account, beg leave to report 
that they have attended to that duty, and 
find the said accounts correct. A balance 
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remains in his hands of thirty-two dollars 
(32).. There is a balance due by the Society 
for printing the Transactions for 1854, 
amounting to eighty-seven dollars thirty- 
two cents (87 32). Assessments are still 
due from the societies of Erie, Lycoming, 
Mercer, and York, for 1853 and 1854; and 
from Alleghany, Bradford, Cambria, Leba- 
non, Perry, and Susquehanna, for 1854, 
amounting in all to one hundred and fifty- 
seven dollars (157). 
Signed, Samvuzt Lewis, 
J. H. Sgurzer, 
Serr. Ocigr. 

The following amendment to the Consti- 
tution was presented by Dr. Yardley: To 
insert in Sect. 2, Article III., after the word 
** gocieties,’’ in the second line, the words 
‘* provided, however, that the officers of the 
society, and the chairmen of all committees 
who have reports to present, shall be dele- 
gates ez-officio.’’ So that the section shall 
read 

“Szcr. 2. The delegates shall receive 
their appointments from the county socie- 
ties ; provided, however, that the officers of 
the societies, and the chairmen of all com- 
mittees who have reports to present, shall 
be delegates ex-officio ; and to them shall 
be intrusted the management of the busi- 
ness and affairs of the Society.’’ 

The said amendment was ‘unanimously 
adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Kennedy, the follow. 
ing resolution was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the Corresponding Sere: 
tary be, and he is hereby instructed to ad- 
dress a circular to the prominent physicians 
in those portions of the State in which no 
county medical societies exist, urging upon 
them the importance of organizing such so- 
cieties without delay. 

The report of the Committee on Forms 
of Reports for County Societies was pre- 
sented and approved. 

The resolution appended to said report 
was adopted, namely, 

“« Resolved, That the Committee on 
Forms for County Reports be, and they 
are hereby instructed to have printed a 
sufficient number of the forms as reported, 
and to transmit the same to the secretaries 
of the county societies, with the request 
that returns be made at the next session of 
the State Society in accordance therewith.’’ 

Dr..Morton offered the ee pream- 
ble and resolution : 
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Whereas, The editors of the Delaware 
County Republican, Blair County Whig, 
Raftsman’s Journal, and Olive Branch, 
have, with a spirit of genuine philanthro- 
py, constantly refused to insert, in their 
journals, the advertisements of patent or 
quack nostrums, and 

Whereas, They have been labouring with 
a faithful and unapplauded zeal, to enlighten 
the public mind as to their injurious tenden- 
cies, thereby enabling the community to 
detect and discard the ignorant and illiter- 
ate pretender, who has too generally been 
successful, with the aid of a well-paid press, 
to foist upon the ignorant and credulous his 
vile drugs; thus jeopardizing the health and 
lives of the people, both by their indiscrimi- 
nate use and by contravening suitable and 
efficient medication: Therefore, as an evi- 
dence of our appreciation of a course 80 
laudable and self-sacrificing, the Medical 
Society of the State of Pennsylvania, do 

Resolve, That the members of the County 
Medical Societies be requested to extend 
to them, as well as to their families while 
under their charge, the gratuitous services 
of the medical profession ; and they further 


Resolve, That the County Societies be 
requested to append to their annual reports 
the names of all editors, and of their re- 
spective journals, who have constantly re- 
fused to insert the advertisements of empi- 
rical nostrums, and that the Committee of 
Publication be hereby authorized to furnish 
them annually with a copy of the Transac- 
tions of the Society. 

On motion of Dr. Hartshorne, the said 
preamble and resolutions were referred to a 
committee of three, to report to-morrow 
morning. 

Committee—Drs. Hartshorne, Morton, 
and Orlady. 

The Committee of Nominations present- 
ed a report, which, on motion of Drs. Con- 
die,,and H. Carpenter, was referred back 
to the Committee, with instructions that it 
is the sense of this Society that, agreeably 
to the true meaning of the Constitution, 
no one can be placed on nomination for 
the offices: of President, Vice- Presidents, 
Secretaries, Treasurer, or Delegates to the 
American Medical Association excepting 
Delegates who are in actual attendance at 
the sessions of the Society. 

The report of the Philadelphia County 
Medical Society was presented and read, 
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and, on motion, it was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

The report of the Lancaster County Me- 
dical Society was presented and read, and, 
on motion, it was referred to the Committee 
of Publication. 


Mornine Szssion, May 31, 1855. 


The minutes of yesterday afternoon’s 
session were read and approved. 

The Committee on preamble and resolu- 
tions of Dr. Morton, presented the follow- 
ing report :— 

The Committee appointed to consider the 
preamble and resolutions offered by Dr. C. 
J. Morton, in regard to the action of certain 
editors of the public press, in declining the 
insertion of quack advertisements, report 
that they are prepared to recommend the 
adoption of the preamble, with the altera- 
tion of a few words only, and that they 
would respectfully suggest the substitution, 
instead of the resolutions in question, of a 
single resolution, expressive of the senti- 
ment of the Society, so that the preamble 
and resolution, as thus modified, may, to- 
gether, read as followa:— 

Whereas, The editors of the Delaware 
County Republican, Blair County Whig, 
and those of some other papers in this 
State, have, with a spirit of genuine philan- 
thropy, and at considerable sacrifice, con- 
stantly refused to insert, in their journals, 
the advertisements of patent or quack nos- 
trums, and 

Whereas, They have zealously laboured 
to enlighten the public mind on the injuri- 
ous tendency of such impositions, and, by 
withholding from them the influence of the 
press, to lessen the power of pretenders to 
jeopardize the health and lives of the igno- 
rant and credulous, through the indiscrimi- 
nate use of their compounds and the contra- 
vention by such use of suitable and efficient 
medication; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Society views with 
high approbation and satisfaction the course 
of the editors and publishers alluded to, as 
farnishing an example well worthy to be fol- 
lowed by all who conduct the public press, 
and that we recommend to those members 
of the profession who reside within the 
vicinity of such journals, to afford them 
their patronage, and to testify, in such 
mode as their own sense of propriety and 
courtesy may dictate, their opinion of the 











obligation due, from us, to those who thus 
sustain the cause of legitimate medicine. 
Signed, Cuas. J. Morton, 
- Henny Harrsnorne, 
H. Ortapy. 


On motion of Dr. Carpenter, of Schuyl- 
kill, the report was adopted. 

Dr. Carpenter, of Schuylkill, offered the 
following resolution :— 

Resolved, That the members of this So- 
ciety, and the profession generally, be 
strongly advised to use their influence with 
apothecaries and druggists to induce them 
to discontinue the purchase and sale of 
patent and quack medicines. And that the 
profession be recommended to furnish their 
patronage to those only who comply in this 
respect. 

Dr. Neill moved to amend by adding after 
‘*quack medicines” the words ‘‘and pa- 
tented instruments.”’ 

The proposed amendment gave rise to 
considerable discussion. Dr. Hartshorne 
moved to lay the whole subject upon the 
table, which was not agreed to. Finally, 
on motion of Dr. Biddle, the whole subject 
was referred to a committee of three—Drs. 
Condie of Philadelphia, Carpenter of 
Schuylkill, and “Ogier of Chester—with 
instructions to report at the next session of 
the Society. 

The following report was presented :— 

The special committee, to whom were 
referred certain resolutions from the Berks 
County Medical Society, on the subject of 
the adulteration of drugs manufactured in 
the United States, have the honor to sub- 
mit the following report :— 

That, in their opinion, the suggestions of 











the Berks County Medical Society are 
worthy the consideration and indorsement 
of the State Medical Society. The com- ; 
mittee believe that the appointment of an 
analytical commission, to investigate the $ 
quality of drugs manufactured in the United ; 
States, under the sanction of the State : 
Medical Society, might be productive of 
eminent benefit. ; 

They recommend, therefgre, the follow- 
ing resolution :— 

Resolved, That an analytical commission 
of three members be appointed by the State 
Medical Society, to investigate the quality 
of drugs manufactured in the United States. 





That this commission shall report within 
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two years to the Society, and that the ne- 
cessary expenses of said investigation shall 
be paid by the Society. 
: Signed, J.B. Buozz, 
J. Carson. 


The report was adopted, the resolution 
thereunto appended adopted, and Drs. Bid- 
die, Carson, and Lewis, appointed the com- 
mission thereby created. 

Dr. Thomas offered the following pream- 
ble and resolution which were unanimously 
adopted. 

Whereas, Section 1, of Article IV. of the 
Constitution, provides for the election of 
five Censors for each of the six censorial 
districts, and Sects. 6 and 7 of Art. V. con- 
stitute the Censors of each district a court of 
final jurisdiction in cases of appeal from the 
decisions of county societies ; and, whereas, 
in the present organization of this Society 
it is impossible to make appointments for 
each of the six districts, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Censors elected con- 
jointly for the first and second districts, for 
the third and fourth districts, and for the 
fifth and sixth districts, shall have full and 
complete jurisdiction, under the Conatitu- 
tion, in all cases arising, irrespectively, in 
the first and second, in the third and fourth, 
and in the fifth and sixth districts. 

The report of the Blair County Medical 
Society was presented and read, and, on 
motion, referred to the Committee of Pub- 
lication. 7 4 

The report of the Delaware County Me 
dical Society was presented and read, and, 
on motion, referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 

Lists of the officers and members of Alle- 
ghany, Washington, and Franklin County 
Medical Societies were presented. 

On motion of Dr. Kennedy, it was 


Resolved, That the Recording Secreta- 
riés be instructed to prepare a digested in- 
dex to the Reports of the County Societies 
for the last five years, for insertion in the 
forthcoming volume of Transactions. 

On motion of Dr. Biddle, it was 


Resolved, That a special committee be 
appointed to report a plan for effecting an 
extension of the organization into medical 
societies of the regular members of the 
profession throughout the State; and that 
said committee be requested to take forth- 
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with, such measures as they. may deem 
proper to effect such organization. 

Committee—Drs. Gemmil, Biddle, and 
Wythes. » 

On motion of Dr. Condie, a committee, 
consisting of Dre. Condie and Saltzer, was 
appointed to draw up and present, at the 
next session of this Society, resolutions ex- 
pressive of the feelings of ite members on 
the loss they have sustained in the death 
of their late esteemed member and ex: Pre- 
sident, Dr. John P. Heister, of Berks Co., 
and of their desire to commemorate his 
worth as a man, and his talents and skill as 
a physician. 

On motion ef Dr. Henry Carpenter, a 
committee, consisting of Drs. H. Carpen- 
ter, and J. M. Gemmill, was. appointed to 
present at the next session, resolutions ex- 
pressive of the feelings of this Society on 
the loss they have sustained in the death of 
their late esteemed associate, Dr. C. O. 
Richards, of Lancaster. 

On motion of Dr. Cassiday, the same 
committee were instructed to present, at 
the next session, resolutions of similar im- 
port in reference to the death of Dr. A. S. 
Baer, of Lancaster. 

The amended report of the Committee of 
Nominations being read, on motion of Dr. 
Condie, it was 

Resolved, That the officers therein named 
be, and they are-hereby declared to be, the 
officers of this Society for the ensuing year. 

President.—James S. Carpenter, of 

Bchuylkill Co. 

Vice-Presidents.—J. Wishart, of Wash- 
ington County; P. Cassidy, of Lancaster 
do.; G. Emerson, of Philadelphia do.; J. 
Shrack, of Montgomery do. 

Recording Secretaries.—H. Carpenter, of 
Lancaster County; A. L. Kennedy, .of 
Philadelphia do. 

Corresponding Secretary.—T. H. Yard- 
ley, of Philadelphia. 

Treasurer.—R. P. Thomas, of Philadel- 
phia. 

Censors, First and Second Districts.— 
J. B. Biddle, Philadelphia County; J. L. 
Atlee, Sen., Lancaster do. ; W. Worthing- 
ton, Chester do.; Hiram Corson, Mont- 
gomery, do. ; Chas. Martin, Lebanon, do. ; 
R. E. James, Northampton do.; G. F. Hor- 
ton, Bradford do.; Ed. Wallace, Berks do. 

Third and Fourth Districts.—Jos. A. 
Landis, Blair County ; J. B. Luden, Hunt- 
ingdon do.; Thos. Wood, Lycoming do. ; 


Jos. Henderson, Mifflin do.; J. H. Case, 
Perry do. | 


Fifth and Sizth Districts.—Jno. Wishart, 
of Washington County; Addison, Pitts- 
burg; J. P, Gazzam, Alleghany do.; J. T. 
Ray, Mercer do. ; C. F. Perkins, Erie do. 

Delegates to American Medical Associa- 
tion. —R. W. Christy, Blair County; J. H. 
Seltzer, Berks do.; F. B. ey, Mont- 
gomery do.; C. J. Morton, Delaware do.; 
J. M. Gemmill, Huntingdon do.; Chas. 
Bower, Mifflin do.; John Wishart, Wash. 
ington do. ; J.S. Carpenter, Schuylkill do.; 
S. A. Ogier, Chester do. ; A. Sheller, Lan- 
caster do.; H. Orlady, Huntingdon do. 

Additional Members Committee of Publi- 
cation.—F. G. Smith, 8S. Lewis, T. Hew- 
son Bache. 

Place of meeting for the session of 1856, 
City of Philadelphia, on the last Wednes- 
day in May, at 11 o’clock A. M. 

On motion of Dr. Morton, it was 

Resolved, That the President elect be 
requested to deliver an address at the open- 
ing of the next session. 

On motion of Dr.. Thomas, the thanks of 
the Society were tendered to Dr. Gemmill 
for the able, dignified, and courteous man- 
ner in which he has presided over its de- 
liberations during its present session. 

On motion of Dr. Morton, the thanks of 
the Society were tendered to its other offi- 
cers for the able and efficient manner in 
which they have discharged their respective 
duties. 

On motion of Dr. Thomas, the thanks of 
the Society were directed to be presented 
to the Commissioners of Blair County, for 
} the use of the County Court House for its 
present session. 

On motion of Dr. Biddle, the thanks of 
the Society were directed to be presented 
to the Board of Directors of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad Company, for the facilities 
afforded by them in the conveyance of the 
delegates to the present session. 

On motion of Dr. H. Carpenter, the 
thanks of the Society were tendered to the 
members of the profession of Blair County, 
for the courte¥ies extended by them to the 
delegates in attendance at its present ses- 
sion. 

Adjourned. 

D. FRANCIS CONDIE, 
HENRY CARPENTER, 





Secretaries. 
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CLINICS. 


Statistical Report of the Principal Ope- 
rations Performed in the London Hospitals 
during February, 1855 :— 

Lithotomy.—T wo cases of lithotomy were 
under the care of Mr. Erichsen, of Univer- 
sity College Hospital, at the time of our 
last report. The patient, in one of them, 
has recovered, and left the hospital, the 
other is yet under care, the wound not yet 
being healed. Mr. De Morgan's case has 
resulted in recovery. Mr. Cock’s Patigns 
remains under care. , 

Number of cases, 4. Recovered, 4. 

Case 1. A boy, aged 4, in good health, 
under the care of Mr. Johnson, in St. 
George’s Hospital. Recovered. Case 2. 
A boy, aged 8, in fair health, under the care 
of Mr. Prescott Hewett, in St. George’s 
Hospital. The stone was in the membran- 
ous urethra, and it was hoped that its re- 
moval might have been accomplished with- 
out opening the bladder ; but, during the 
attempt, it slipped back, and an ordinary 
lithotomy became necessary. Recovered. 
Case 3. A boy, aged 4, in good health, 
under the care of Mr. Salmon, in St. 
George’s Hospital. Recovered. Case 4. 
A boy, in good health, under the care of 
Mr. Pollock, in St. George’s Hospital. Re- 
covered. 

Lithotrity.—The patient in the case men- 
tioned last month, who had been discharged 
from Guy’s Hospital, in order to go into the 
country, has since died. It will be remem- 
bered that he suffered from the symptoms 
of pyemia after the lithotrity, and had had 
several abscesses in the cellular tissue of 
the extremities. He had a little improved 
when discharged, and was sent out in the 
hope that a change from the hospital air 
might secure his recovery. A relapse, 
however, took place, and he died rather 
more than two months after the operation. 
During the month, the following case has 
been treated under the care of Mr. Stanley, 
in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital: A healthy 
countryman, aged 54, had been under Mr. 
Stanley’s treatment three years ago, for 
stone in the bladder, and after eight weeks’ 
atay in hospital, and three lithotrity opera- 
tions, was discharged cured. No inconve- 
nience had resulted from the operations. 
For a year and sixth months after his dis- 
charge he remained quite well, but subse- 
quently he again began to suffer from his 
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old train of symptoms. During the next 
year, the amount of irritation experienced 
was great, and his general health rather 
failed. In January of the present year he 
was readmitted, and the attempt to relieve 
him by lithotrity was again made. The 
first four sittings were not followed by any 
undue irritation. The fifth was done on a 
Friday, and the stone was freely crushed. 
On the Tuesday following, the man had a 
short attack of retention of urine, during 
which he thought he felt a piece of stone 
sticking in the urethra. The subsequent 
expulsion of the fragment was attended by 


‘great pain, and was followed almost imme- 


diately by swelling of the right testis, and 
the penis. The testis became gangrenous, 
and an abscess formed arouhd it, after open- 
ing which many yards of the tubuli semini- 
feri were drawn out. The cellular tissue 
also sloughed in the several parts of the 
scrotum and in the prepuce; there were, 
however, no indications of ‘extravasation of 
urine, and the perineum remained unaffect- 
ed. For some days the man was extremely 
ill, but, by the assistance of liberal diet, 
free incisions having also been practised to 
liberate the sloughs, he has done well, and 
may now be deemed out of danger. 

Herniotomy.—The two cases left under 
care by the last report have both ended in 
recovery. 

Number of cases, 25; recovered, 10; 
died, 14; under treatment, 1. 

Case 1. A woman, aged 49, under the. 
care of Mr. Erichsen, in University Col 
lege Hospital. Hernia femoral, strangulated 
three days, sac not opened. A severe at- 
tack of peritonitis occurred after the opera- 
tion, but was recovered from. Recovered. 
Case 2. A man, aged 54, under the care of 
Mr. Tatum, in St. George's Hospital. 
Hernia congenital, strangulated two days ; 
sac opened. The taxis had been attempted 
before admission. The sac was found much 
thickened, but had been torn in one part by 
the contusion to which it had been subject- 
ed. The intestine and omentum had also 
been bruised. Recovered. Case 3. A 
woman, aged 46, under the care of Mr. 
Brooke, in the Westminster Hospital. 
Hernia femoral, strangulated eighteen 
hours; sac opened. Recovered. Case 4. 
A woman, aged 60, under the care of Mr. 
Holthouse, in the Westminster Hospital. 
Hernia femoral, strangulated eight hours; 
sac opened. The hernia was of large size, 
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andthe stricture very tight. The symptoms 
were seyere, although the strangulation 
was so recent. Doing well. Case 5. A 
man, aged 21, under the care of Mr. Clarke, 
in St. Thomas’s Hospital. Hernia conge- ; 
nital, strangulated twelve hours; sac opened. ° 
Recovered. Case 6. A lad, aged 18, under 
the care of Mr. Curling, in the London 
Hospital. Hernia congenital, strangulated 
five hours; symptoms severe. In the ope- 
ration, the bowel was found to be strictured 
in two places. The lower stricture was 
formed by some bands of the intercolumnar 
fascia, which had been pushed downwards, 

and the upper one by the neck of the’sac 
itself, at the internal ring. The lower con- 
striction was easily divided external to the 
sac, but to get at the upper one, it was, of 
course, necessary to lay open that tunic. 
The sac contained omentum and bowel. 
‘The patient recovered without a bad symp- 
tom. Cases 7 and 8. In this, the same pa- 
tient was operated on twice and on each 
side. A man, aged 70, was admitted into 
Guy’s Hospital, under the care of Mr. Cock, 

suffering from strangulated inguinal hernia 
on the left side. He had for fifteen years 
been subject to double hernia and had worn 
a truss. The symptoms were not very 
severe, but all efforts at taxis, with the as- 
sistance of a warm bath and of chloroform, 
having failed, it was determined to operate. 
The strangulation had then existed for four- 
teen hours. Mr. Cock found it impracti- 
cable to reduce without opening the sac, 
the stricture being formed by the neck of 
the latter, and being as tight as whipcord. 

More than a foot of much congested bowel 
was found down, and with a little difficulty 
was returned. About two hours after the 
man had been got back to bed, and without, 
as he said, any exertion on his part likely 
to cause it, the hernia on. the right side 
came down, and at once became tightly 
strangulated. The taxis again failed, but 
it was decided to defer the operation for 
awhile, and the administration of calomel 
and opium was directed. Early on the fol- 
lowing morning, however, the symptoms 
had developed themselves with such seve- 
rity that no further delay could be permitted. 

Strangulation had then existed nine hours. 

The stricture was again found to be the 
neck of the sac, and the sac was conse- 
quently opened. For a few days subsequent 
to the second operation, the man suffered 
from hiceough, vomiting, and some deli- 
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Srium, but then’ gradually subsided, and he 


recovered perfectly. Case 9. A man, aged 
29, under the care of Mr. Cutler, in St. 
George’s Hospital. Hernia inguinal, stran- 
gulated six hours, sacopened. Recovered. 
Case 10, A woman, aged 53, under the care 
of Mr. Prescott Hewett, in St. George’s 
Hospital. Hernia femoral, strangulated 
twenty-four hours; sac opened. Recovered. 
Case 11. A woman, aged 30, under the care 
of Mr. Stanley, in St. Bartholomew’s Hos- 
pital. Hernia femorel, strangulated four 
urs, sac not opened. Recovered. Case 
A woman, aged 53, under the care of 
Mr. Lawrence, in St. Bartholomew’s Hos- 
pital. Hernia femoral, strangulated twenty- 
three hours, The taxis had been much 
abused prior to the operation, and the stric- 
ture was very tight. On opening the sac 
an adherent mass of omentum was exposed, 
behind which lay a small knuckle of bowel. 
The omentum was left in the sac, the gut 
having been returned. The omentum left 
in the sac sloughed, but in other respects 
the patient seemed doing well up to the 
ninth day, when a rigor occurred, which 
was followed by the symptoms of acute 
bronchitis. Death occurred on the eleventh 
day, but no autopsy was permitted. Against 
the idea that death had in this case resulted 
from pyemia were the circumstances that 
there had been no pain complained of about 
the joints, and that the granulations about 
the wound had remained florid and healthy 
looking. Case 13. A man, aged 45, under 
the care of Mr. Fergusson, in King’s Col- 
lege Hospital. Hernia inguinal, of 17 years’ 
duration, strangulated twenty-four hours, 
sac not opened. With the intent of secur- 
ing a radical obliteration, Mr. Fergusson 
passed two sutures through the neck of the 
sac. On the fifth day after the operation 
an abscess formed above Poupart’s liga- 
ment, and was opened. Subsequently sup- 
puration occurred also in the scrotum, from 
which free incisions evacuated much fetid 
pus. The man sank apparently from irri- 
tative fever, and died on the seventeenth 
day. At the autopsy.the neck of the sac 
ee found quite obliterated by adhesions. 
Case 14. A woman, aged 38, under the 
care of Mr. Stanley, in St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital. Hernia femoral, strangulated 
four days,sac opened. Death on the second 
day. Noautopsy. Case 15. A man, aged 
56, under the care of Mr. Cock, in Guy’s 
H-:sital. Hernia femoral, of sixteen years’ 
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duration, and strangulated twenty-one } 
hours; sac not opened. The patient did 
well for four days, when symptoms of peri- 
tonitis rather suddenly developed them- 
selves, and death followed next day. No 
general autopsy was permitted, but the parts 
concerned in the operation were examined, 
and it was found that the neck of the sac 
was occupied by omentum, through a hole 
in which the protruded bowel had been 
forced. Case 16. A woman, aged 72, under 
the care of Mr. Callaway, in Guy's Hos- 
pital. Hernia femoral ; strangulated geven- 
teen hours; sac not opened; rg 
easily effected. The woman ‘tad b 

mitted from a workhouee, and was very 
feeble. The history obtained was imper- 
fect, and possibly the strangulation had been 
longer than the time stated. After the 
‘operation the sac sloughed, and the bowel 
gave way into the wound. An artificial 
anus was thus formed, through which, for 
upwards of three weeks, feces continued 
freely to escape. Death from exhaustion 
ultimately occurred. At the autopsy, the 
portion of bowel which had sloughed was 
found firmly united to the margin of the 
ring and to adjacent coils of intestine. Case 
17. A woman, aged 27, under the care of 
Mr. Hilton, in Guy’s Hospital. Hernia 
femoral, strangulated seventy-two hours; 
sac opened. The woman was in extreme 
collapse at the time of the operation, and 
this circumstance it was which induced Mr. 
Hilton to open the sac, and inspect its con- 
tents. The bowel was found very dark in 
colour, and nowise hopeless in appearance. 
The patient never rallied, and died about 
twelve hours after the operation. Nothing 
was found at the autopsy to explain the 
cause of death. Case 18, A man, aged 65, 
under the care of Mr. Hilton, in Guy’s Hos- 
pital. Hernia femoral, strangulated ninety- 
six hours; sac opened. He was a very 
feeble man, and the parts surrounding the 
sac were much inflamed. The bowel was 
found to have sloughed, and had given way 
into the sac. The stricture was therefore 
freely divided, and the parts then left in 
situ. The finger could be passed freely 
into the gut in one direction, but could not 
in the other; very little feces passed at the 
time. The patient lived thirteen days, and 
sank apparently from exhaustion. The dis- 
charge by the artificial anus had been free. 
Case 19. A woman, aged 86, under the care 
of Mr. Luke, in the London Hospital. 











Hernia femoral, strangulated eighty hours; 
sac notopened. The patient sank from ex- 
haustion four weeks after the operation. 
There had, meanwhile, been no peritonitis, 
and the bowels had acted freely. The wound 
was looking tolerably healthy. Case 20. A 
man, aged 72, under the care of Mr. Cur- 
ling, in the London Hospital. Hernia 
femoral, strangulated forty-eight hours; sac 
not opened. The case was doing well, and 
the wound was nearly healed, when gan- 
grene attacked the latter, and the man sank. 
He was originally of very feeble power, and 
partially paralytic, Death occurred about 


- (five weeks after the operation. Case 21. A 


woman, aged 50, under the care of Mr. 
Erichsen, in University College Hospital. 
Hernia femoral, strangulated three days ; 
sac opened. The woman was much sunken 
at the time of the operation, and died 
twenty-eight hours afterwards. No autop- 
sy. Case 22. A woman, aged 58, under the 
care of Mr. M‘Whinnie, in St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital. Hernia femoral, strangu- 
lated twenty-four hours; sac not opened. 
The taxis had been grievously abused prior 
to admission, and purgatives had also been 
given. Death took place three days after 
the operation. At the autopsy the strangu- 
lated portion of the bowel was found still 
dark, but in process of recovering iteelf. A 
portion of omentum adhered to the ring. 
The muscles about the ring were ecchy- 
mosed, and suppurating in points, from the 
bruising to which they had been subjected. 
Case 23. A woman, aged 61, under the care 
of Mr. Tatum, at St. George’s Hospital. 
Hernia femoral, strangulated four days; sac 
opened. Death followed next day. The 
gut had sloughed along the line of the stric- 
ture, and its, contents had escaped into the 
peritoneal cavity. Case 24. A woman, aged 
71, under the care of Mr. Quain, in Univer- 
sity College Hospital. Hernia femoral, 
strangulated three days; sac opened. 
Death on the thirdday. Case 25. A woman, 
aged 53, under the care of Mr. Lee, in 
King’s College Hospital. Hernia femoral, 
strangulated twenty-four hours; sac not 
opened. The patient never thoroughly ral- 
lied ; the wound took on a sloughing action, 
broneliiite and peritonitis came on, and death 
took place on the fifth day. 
Ovariotomy.—The case mentioned in the 
last two reports, under the care of Dr. West 
and Mr. Paget, in St. Bartholomew’s, has 
ended in death. The patient had been dis- 
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charged for change of air, and died in the 
Brighton Hospital. “It will be remembered 
that the ovary had not been extirpated on 
account of the adhesions found to exist. The 
cyst had been freely opened, and had sup- 
purated. (We shall give the details of the 
case ata future time.) 

Treatment of Aneurism by Compression. 
—A man, aged 40, under the care of Mr. 
Stanley, in St. Bartholomew's Hospital, on 
account of a popliteal aneurism the size of a 
fist, had an imperfect trial of compression 
made prior to the operation. (See ‘‘ Liga- 
ture of Arteries.””) The trial was imperfect 
from the difficulty experienced in getting 
the man to permit the instrument to remain 
in position ; at every visit it was found mis- 
placed. The leg swelled, and the tumour 
rather increased. Mr. Stanley, accordingly, 
after a few days, determined to tie the fe- 
moral artery. ‘ 

Ligature of Arteries.—Mr. Critchett’s 
cage remains under care. In Mr. Cock’s 
case the aneurismal tumour has much di- 
minished in size, but is still soft. 

A man, aged 40, in good health, who had, 
as noted above, been subjected toa short 


trial of compression treatment, had the fe- 
moral artery tied by Mr. Stanley, of St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital, on account of a 
large popliteal aneurism. Nothing unusual 
attended the operation, and the tumour has 
since much diminished in size, and, with 
the exception of a small part, become quite 


solid. The wound is now healed. 

Trephining of the Skull.—A bricklayer, 
of very temperate habits, was admitted into 
King’s College Hospital, under the care of 
Mr. Partridge, having sustained an injury to 
the right parietal bone, from a brick which 
had fallen edgewise, a height ‘of thirty feet. 
The wound was a ragged one, three inches 
long ; there was a fraction of the bone, and 
@ portion consisting almost entirely of the 
inner table, and about a square inch in size 
had been depressed, and forced forwards 
beneath the anterior boundary of the frac- 
ture. The trephine was used, and two 
pieces of bone having been removed, the 
depressed portion was dislodged. The man 
has since had an attack of erysipelas, but is 
now doing well. 

Amputations.—The cases left under treat- 
ment by last report have all since recovered. 

Number of cases, 9 ; recovered, 4 ; under 
treatment, 1; died, 4. 

Of the Thigh—Case 1. A lad, aged 14, 
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under the care of Mr. Tatum, in St. 
George’s Hospital, on account of diseased 
ankle and tibia. Recovered. Case 2. A 
man, aged 46, under the care of Mr. 
M‘Murdo, in St. Thomas’s Hospital, on 
account of diseased knee-joint, of long 
standing. He was much reduced by pro- 
longed suppuration. Recovered. Case 3. 
A woman, aged 22, under the care of Mr. 
Solly, in St. Thomas’s Hospital, for dis- 
eased knee-joint, of long standing. Hectic, 
and reduced. Recovered. Case4. A boy, 
aged. 10, in very delicate health, under the 
ci Mr. Athol Johnson, in the Hospital 
for Sick Children. Disease of the lower 
part of the femur had existed for six years, 
and a previous operation had been perform- 
ed, in the hope of being able to remove a 
dead portion of bone. Thesuppuration had 
been more profuse since that operation, and 
the knee-joint being also involved, amputa- 
tion was decided on. The stump was healed 
in two weeks, and the boy rapidly gained 
health. 

Of the Leg.—Case 5. A robust young 
man, aged 19, under the care of Mr. Erich- 
sen, in University College Hospital, on ae- 
count of compound and comminuted fracture 
of the leg. Primary amputation. Doing 
well. Case 6. A very intemperate man, 
aged 45, under the care of Mr. Walton, in 
St. Mary’s Hospital, on account of com- 
pound fracture, extending into the ankle- 
joint. Primary amputation was performed ; 
gangrene of the stump occurred, and death 
took place on the third day. Case 7. A 
man, aged 36, of very steady and temperate 
habits, but not in good health, under the 
care of Mr. Birkett, in Guy’s Hospital, on 
account of compound fracture of the leg. 
There was, in addition to the fracture, an 
extensive laceration of the posterior femoral 
region of the same side. The stump and the 
lacerated part were both attacked by gan- 
grene, and the man slowly sank from ex- 
haustion. Death on the twenty-third day. 
Case 8. A lad, aged 10, under the care of 
Mr. Cutler, in St. George’s Hospital, on 
account of extensive laceration of the foot 
and leg. Primary amputation. Death from 
pyzmia on the nineteenth day. 

Of the Upper Extremity.—Case 9. A 
countryman, aged 27, in good health, was 
admitted into King’s College Hospital, 
under the care of Mr. Fergusson, having 
sustained a gun-shot ‘injury to the upper 
arm, by which the humerus, for three inches 
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of its extent, had been completely shattered. 
Primary amputation at the shoulder-joint 
was performed. Gangrene of the stump 
occurred on the third day, and death follow- 
ed on the next. 

Excision of Bones and Joints.—The two 
eases of excision of the elbow-joint, men- 
tioned last month, under the care respect- 
ively of Mr. Fergusson and Mr. Hutchin- 
son, remain under treatment. Both are 
doing well. Mr. Cock’s case of removal of 
carious bone from the tarso-metatarsal joint 
of the great toe is yet under care. 

During the month the following have been 
performed: Case 1. A pale-faced boy, aged 
8, under the care of Mr. Athol Johnson, in 
the Hospital for Sick Children. There was 
general enlargement of the front part of the 
foot, and caries of the internal cuneiform 
bone. The disease had existed four years, 
and had followed an injury. A crucial in- 
cision having been made deeply over the 
bone, the latter was found loose, and was 
easily removed. The finger did not after- 
wards detect any exposed bone in the 
wound. With the exception of a slight 
attack of phagedzena, which was arrested by 
the application of a strong solution of sul- 
phate of copper, and acharcoal poultice, the 
case has done very well. Case 2. A woman, 
aged 24, in fair health, under the care of 
Mr. Hilton, in Guy’s Hospital, on account 
of carious disease of one of the tarsal bones, 
of three years’ standing. A free incision 
over the bone was made, and some small 
portions of exfoliated bone removed, the ad- 
jacent caries being afterwards scooped out. 
The wound has since been very unhealthy. 

Removal of Necrosed Bone.—Six opera- 
tions of this class, none of them involving 
important details, have been performed. 
In all the patients are doing well. 

Excision of Malignant Tumours.—Case 
1. A woman, aged 42, under the care of 
Mr. Poland, in Guy’s Hospital, on account 
of scirrhus of the breast. The whole gland 
was removed. Doing well. Case 2. A 
man, aged 60, under the care of Mr. Poland, 
for epithelial cancer of the lip. The disease 
had been excised twice before, the first 
operation having been about six years be- 
fore. Recovered. Case 3. A_healthy- 
looking man, aged 30, under the care of Mr. 
Poland, in Guy’s Hospital, on account of a 
tumour of doubtful nature in the popliteal 
space, There had been pain in the part for 
nearly five months, but the tumour had been 
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{perceived only for about eight weeks. 
After excision, it was believed to be of a 
malignant character. Under treatment. 
Case 4. A .chimney-eweep, aged 30, under 
the care of Mr. Prescott Hewett, in St. 
George’s Hospital, on account of epithelial 
cancer of the scrotum. Excision. Recovery. 
Case 5. A man, aged 40, under the care of 
Mr. Hawkins, in St. George’s Hospital, on 
account of a recurred tumour over the paro- 
tid gland. Its nature was believed to be 
malignant. Recovered. Case 6. A mid- 
dle-aged. woman, under the care of Mr. 
Cutler, in St. George’s Hospital, on account 
of scirrhus of the breast. Excision. Re- 
covery. Case7. A cachectic woman, aged 
47, under the care of Mr. Birkett, in Guy’s 
Hospital, on account of infiltration of the 
entire mammary gland, with scirrhous can- 
cer. The disease had existed six months. 
The whole breast was removed. For a 
month the wound appeared to be doing well, 
but its edges have since been attacked by 
cancer. Case 8. A woman, aged 48, under 
the care of Mr. Smith, in St. Thomas’s 
Hospital, for scirrhus of the breast. The 
entire gland was removed. Recovered. 
Case 9. A woman, aged 58, under the care 
of Mr. Brooke, in the Westminster Hos- 
pital. The whole mammary gland was re- 
moved, on account of a painful tumour of 
several years’ duration. The growth, which 
was about the size of a walnut, proved to be 
scirrhous. Recovered. Case 10. A man, 
aged 70, under the care of Mr. Holt, in 
Westminster Hospital, for cancer of the lip. 
Recovered. Case 11. A man, aged 50, 
under the care of Mr. Cutler, in St. George’s 
Hospital, on accouat of a Jarge growth of 
encephaloid cancer intheneck. The carotid 
artery and the jugular veinhad been pressed 
upon, and during the operation the latter 
had to be tied. The patient rallied from the 
operation, but died suddenly on the third 
day. The cause of death was not explained 
by the post-mortem. 

Excisions of Non-Malignant Tumours. 
—Case 1. A woman, aged 40, under the 
care of Mr. Hawkins, in St. George’s Hos- 
pital, on account of a recurrent cystic tumour 
of the breast. It was excised for the fifth 
time. Recovered. Case 2. A young wo- 
man, under the care of Mr. Prescott Hewett, 
in St. George’s Hospital, on account of 
chronic mammary tumour. Excision. Re- 
covery. Cases 3, 4, 5, and 6. Fatty tu- 
mours of considerable size removed from 
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different parts. All the patients have re- 
covered. Case?. A woman, aged 33, under 
the care of Mr. Poland, in Guy’s Hospital, 
on account of a pedunculated tumour near 
the right knee. It had existed for twenty- 
two years, and appeared to have originated 
in some form of cutaneous hypertrophy. 
Cases 8, 9, and 10. Sebaceous or cystic tu- 
mours. Patients recovered. Case 11. A 
woman, aged 49, under the care of Mr. 
Birkett, in Guy’s Hospital, with a third de- 
velopment of an adenocele in the right 
mammary gland. Excision. Recovery. 
Case 12. A boy, aged 7, under the care of 
Mr. Hutchinson, in the Metropolitan Free 
Hospital, suffering from phymosis. conse- 
quent on a fibro-cellular growth in the tissue 
of the prepuce. Excision. Recovered. 
Case 13. A man, aged 22, under the care of 
Mr. Hutchinson, in the Metropolitan Free 
Hospital, on account of tumour in connec- 
tion with the left mammary gland. The 
tumour had been growing eight years, and 
was about the size of three walnuts. It 
was circumscribed and very firm, after 
excision it proved to be of fibrous na- 
ture. The wound quickly healed. (See 
Report of the Pathological Society at 
page 352 of this Journal.) Case 14. A 
healthy girl, aged 22, under the care of Mr. 
Fergusson, in King’s College Hospital, 
on account of ‘an enchondroma attached to 
the middle phalanx of the left forefinger. 
The tumour was of two years’ growth, and 
had reached the size of a walnut. After its 
excision the wound became very unhealthy, 
and deep abscesses formed in the hand. 

Free incisions were practised, and the case 
is now doing well. 

Tracheotomy.— Case 1. A man, aged 27, 
under care in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
on account of acute inflammation of the 
whole tissues of the neck. Dyspnoa having 
become very urgent the trachea was opened 
under desperate circumstances by Mr. 
Stretton (House-Surgeon). No relief was 
obtained, and the man died almost imme- 
diately afterwards. Case 2. A boy, aged 
3, was admitted into Guy’s Hospital, under 
the care of Mr. Callaway, on account of 
* laryngitis, consequent on having attempted 
to drink from a kettle. Eighteen hours 
after the accident it became necessary to 
open the trachea. The child was then al- 
most dead, and the operation hid to be per- 
formed hurriedly. There was, probably, 
hemorrhage from some wounded veins. The 
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‘child did not rally from the collapsed condi- 


tion in which it was, and death occurred 
about nine hours after the operation. Case 
3. A boy, aged 3, under the care of Mr. 
Callaway, on account of scalded throat. 
Tracheotomy was performed about seven 
hours after the accident under very urgent 
circumstances. The dyspnoea was at once 
relieved. The canula was retained for five 
days. The child recovered without a bad 
symptom, and the wound perfectly healed. 
Case 4. An unhealthy infant, aged 1 year 
and 8 months, under the care of Mr. Calla- 
way, in Guy’s Hospital. Its history was 
peculiar. The mother stated that it had 
attempted to drink from the kettle, and, in 
so doing, had scalded its mouth, but not, as 
it was thought, seriously, as it continued to 
play about as usual for three or four hours 
subsequently. Symptomsof laryngitis then 
began to develop themselves, and soon be- 
came very pressing. When admitted, the 
child was alarmingly ill, its dyepnea being 
extreme. Tracheotomy was performed, 
and with the greatest relief. No bad symp- 
toms subsequently occurred. The canula 
was kept in for six days. The wound healed 
perfectly. 

Paracentesis of the Chest.—Two cases 
are under care jn which the chest has been 
punctured, one in St. Thomas’s, under Dr. 
Barker, and the other in University College 
under Mr. Quain. In the latter the opera- 
tion was an ordinary paracentesis, whilet in 
the former it consisted only in opening an 
abscess which had already passed through 
the intercostal muscles. Both cases remain 
under care, and we propose at a future time 
to give their details. 

Operation for Imperforate Hymen.—A 
healthy Irish girl, aged 20, under the care 
of Mr. Hutchinson, at the Metropolitan Free 
Hospital. She had suffered for several years 
from all the usual symptoms at the men- 
strual periods, but had never had any flow. 
On examination the hymen was found im- 
perforate and constituting a strong and tough 
membrane. In the erect position it became 
distended and pushed into the os externum, 
but when recumbent it was only to be felt 
about two inches within the vagina, There 
was no perceptible tumour in the abdomen. 
Mr. Hutchinson made a free incision into the 
membrane, and evacuated about two pints 
of thick, treacly fluid. The membrane 
divided being nearly a quarter of an inch in 
thickneés, it was feared some difficulty 
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might ensue from a tendency tocontract and 
close the opening, but none such was en- 
countered. A syringe and warm. water 
were employed daily during several days 
after the operation, and the patient was con- 
fined to bed for a week or more for precau- 
tion’s sake. No bad symptoms ensued, and 
she made a perfect recovery. 

Operations for Urethral Stricture.—A 
man, under the care of Mr. Fergusson, in 
King’s College Hospital, on account of 
stricture of nine months’ duration, conse- 
quent on a fall. With great difficulty a No. 
3 catheter was introduced, and on this Mr. 
Fergusson performed perineal section. The 
patient has since done very well, the peri- 
neal wound is nearly healed, and a full-sized 
catheter now passes easily. 

Ligature, etc., of Nevus.—Cases 1 and 2. 
In these cases, both under the care of Mr. 
Fergusson, in King’s College Hospital, 
nitric acid had been freely applied and had 
failed to cure the disease. Ligature was 
subsequently practised, and was quite suc- 
cessful. Case 3. In this case a nevoid 
growth from the inner part of the thigh was 
excised by Mr. Erichsen, in University Col- 
lege Hospital. Recovered. 

Plastic Operations.—T he case of urethral 
fistula, under the care of Mr. Henry Thomp- 
son, in the Marylebone Infirmary, in which 
M. Nealton’s operation had been performed, 
remains under treatment. Nothing has as 
yet been gained by the procedure. 

Case 1. A male infant, aged two years, 
under the care of Mr. Birkett, in Guy’s 
Hospital, with a large congenital fissure of 
the lip on the left side. The left ala nasi 


was also deformed, and a groove or furrow } 
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the hand has since been kept extended. 
The wound is nearly healed, and great bene- 
fit appears certain to result. Case 4. An 
operation for vesico-vaginal fistula, by Mr. 
Brown, in St. Mary’s Hospital. Case 5. 
Division of contracted cicatrix after burn, 
by Mr. Henry Thompson, in the Maryle- 
bone Infirmary. The cicatrix had drawn 
the thigh up upon the trunk, and by its ten- 
sion an ulcer in the lower part of the thigh 
had been long prevented healing. Under 
treatment.— Medical Times and Gazette, 
April 7, 1855. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Ohio State Medical Society.—We are 
happy to learn from our contemporary, The 
Medical Counsellor (June 9th), that the 
Ohio State Medical Society, at its recent 
meeting in Zanesville, rescinded the reso- 
lution adopted at the previous one in regard 
to medical men taking out patents for sur- 
gical and medical instruments (see No. of 
News for May, 1855, p. 74), and which was 
in violation of the Code of Ethics of the 
American Medical Association. 

We add, from a subsequent No. of the 
Counsellor (June 16th), the resclutions in 
reference to this matter, which were offered 
by Dr. T. W. Gordon, and almost unani- 
mously adopted :— 

“Resolved, That the resolution offered by 
Dr. Grant (a member of this Society, and 
not at this, or at that time, a practitioner of 


(not a fissure) ran along the left side of the ; medicine), at the last session of this Society, 


palate, indicating that the infant had but just 
escaped a fissure of the palate also. A sur- 
geon in the country had twice attempted 
union of the harelip without success. Mr. 
Birkett operated as usual, adhesion followed, 
but there was more than ordinary deformity 
remaining, on account of the ill-formed ala 
nasi. Case 2. A girl, aged 16, the subject 
of single harelip, under the care of Mr. 
Pollock, in St. George’s Hospital. She had 
been operated on in infancy unsuccessfully. 
Mr. Pollock's operation procured complete 
union. Case 3. A girl, aged 17, under the 
care of Mr. Fergusson, in King’s College 
Hospital, for contracted cicatrix of a burn, 
by which the hand had been drawn into the 
forearm. The band was freely divided, and 





which says ‘that it is not derogatory to 
medical dignity, or inconsistent with medi- . 
cal honor, for medical gentlemen to take out 
a patent right for surgical or medical instru- 
ments,’ was offered at a time when many 
members of the Society had left for their 
homes, and was not, therefore, the sense of 
this Society. 

“* Resolved, also, That said resolution is 
in direct opposition to the Code of Medical 
Ethics adopted by the Society, and there- 
fore be it further 

“Resolv-d, That said resolution offered by 
Dr. Grant, and adopted by this Society be, 
and is hereby rescinded. 

“On motionof Dr. Murphy, the Secretary 
was instructed to forward to the Secretary 
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of the American Association and to the 
Executive Committee at Detroit, a state- 
ment of the action of this Convention, and 
a copy of the resolutions, rescinding those 
of last year.”’ 

Toast.—The following poetical toast, by 
Dr. Oxtrver WenvseLt Homes, was pre- 
pared in the expectation that there would 
be a public dinner at the late meeting of 
the American Medical Association, and 
with the intention that it should be offered 
on that occasion :— 

A triple health to Friendship, Science, Art, 

From heads and hands that own a common heart! 


Each in its turn the other’s willing slave: 
Each in its season strong to heal and save. 


Friendship’s blind service, in the hour of need, 
Wipes the pale face—and lets the victim bleed. 
Science must stop to reason and sxabeia; 

Akt claps his fingers on the streaming ve! 


But Art’s brief memory fails the hand at last; 
Scrence lifts the flambeau of the past. 
ual impotence deplore— 
When Learning sighs, and Skill can do no more, 
The tear of FRrENDSsHIP pours its heavenly + ee 
And soothes the pang no anodyne may calm! 


Injections into the Bronchial Tubes and 
into Tubercular Cavities of Solution of 
Nitrate of Silver—Dr. Horacz Green 


presented to the New York Academy of 
Medicine, in December last, a communica- 
tion in which he claimed to have treated 
bronchial affections and tuberculosis with 
advantage, by the direct introduction into 
the lungs of a strong solution of nitrate of 
silver, injected through an elastic tube. The 
subject was referred to a committee, to in- 
vestigate and report on the subject. 

At the meeting of the Academy, on 
Wednesday, June 6th, Dr. Wittarp Par- 
Ker, the eminent Professor of Surgery in 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
who was chairman of the committee, made 
a report on behalf of a majority of that 
committee. We take the following sum- 
mary of the report from the New York 
Daily Times of June 11th. 

Dr. Parker stated that the Committee 
had held five meetings—two at the office of 
Dr. Green, three at Bellevue Hospital, and 
had experimented upon thirty-eight indi- 
viduals, and would now present, 1. A His- 
tory of catheterism of the air-passages; 2. 
The results of their. experiments; and 3. 
The opinions founded upon these experi- 
ments. 

1. Catheterization of the air. passages is 
no new idea: it is recommended by Hippo- 
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crates; and Ryland, in his work on Dis. 
eases of the Larynz, devotes a short chapter 
to it. 

2. The result of their experimentation 
proved, to the satisfaction of the whole 
Committee, that the operation is possible. 
In eleven cases the instrument entered 
without doubt into the trachea. This was 
evident to the finger of the operator, by local 
examination. Moreover the symptoms 
manifested by the patient are unequivocal, 
They are such as always accompany the 
entrance and presence of a foreign body in 
the air-passages, spasm, suffusion of eyes, 
redness of face, a sense of suffocation, and 
a desire to withdraw the instrument, 

In most instances the instrument passed 
into the csophagus, and the report next 
gave a tabular statement of unequivocal ra- 
tional signs by which it might be deter- 
mined into which passage the instrument 
was passed. (This tabular statement is 
very incomplete.) 

When the instrument is passed into the 
trachea, the face becomes turgid, respiration 
croupy, there is spasmodic cough, and a 
sense of immediate impending suffocation. 
If assured that there be no danger (in one 
instance seen), the patient can be enabled 
to bear the instrument for a short period. 

When the instrument enters the wsopha- 
gus there is a hoarse, stridulous voice, 
retching, and cough, generally vomiting ; 
but after a short interval these symptoms 
pass away ; the irritation is allayed, and the 
voice becomes nearly natural. In but one 
case were these peculiarities absent, and in 
that sensibility of the parts was deadened 
by previous syphilitic disease. 

Asa rule the rational signs will distin- 
guish the location of the instrument. The 
blowing out of a candle by expiration 
through the tube, and the inflation of a 
bladder tied over the end, are not sound 
tests, as this might be done by the emission 
of gas from the stomach, when the tube 
was purposely passed into the esophagus. 

The opinion of the operator is unreliable 
when based upon his own opinion, without 
reference to these rational signs. Dr. Green 
being himself repeatedly mistaken, as con- 
fessed by him. 

The sensations of patients are often relia- 
ble after many applications have taught the 
different feelings. 

The facility of the operation does not de- 
pend upon the previous preparation of the 
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patient, as insisted upon by Dr. Green, for, } 
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Compliment to Prof. Austin Flint—The 


with the exception of Wetmore, patients who ? professional friends of ‘Prof. Frit have 


had frequent applications of the caustic to 
the fauces for six months were equally in- 
tolerant as the new patients. 

Much depends upon the character and 
form of the instruments. With a tube 
curved by a stylet to a form corresponding 
to a circle of six inches diameter, in thirteen 
cases five failed, or 38 per cent. of failure, 
which. proves that the trachea may be en- 
tered with a very considerable certainty. 

With a tube with a small curve, such as 
used by Dr. Green, in 38 cases 35 failed, 
or 92 per cent. of failure. 

With the sponge probang, in 18 cases 
there were 18 failures, or 100 per cent. of 
failure. 

The conclusion is, that the sponge pro- 
bang, or slightly curved tube, cannot be 
made to enter the trachea, but, if largely 
curved, can; that local application within 
- the trachea is difficult, and rarely success- 

ful; and whether an instrument may be 
passed at will into the right or left bronchi, 
the committee leave to the Academy to de- 
cide from these facts, 

The committee considered themselves 
excused from entering into the therapeutical 
value of the application, as proposed on the 
grounds that they do not think it advisable 
to discuss a mere theoretical question. A 
post-mortem of a consumptive is given, 
where death followed in twenty-six hours 
after the operation. 

This report. was signed by Drs. Par- 
ker, I. Wood, and H. O. Stone. Dr. A. 
H. Stevens is absent from the city, and two 
other members reported to concur in it, but 
they were absent and their names were not 
appended. 

Prof. Baker, the colleague of Dr. Green 
in the New York Medical College, made 
a minority report, stating the reasons why 
he could not sign the majority report. 

At an adjourned meeting of the Academy, 
on the following Wednesday, the reports 
were again read, and after some debate the 
reports and the paper of Dr. Green were 
ordered to the Committee on Publication, 
to be printed in the Transactions of the 
Academy, and distributed to the members 
previous to the next meeting. 

The Society then adjourned to the next 

. regular meeting on the second Wednesday 
ia July. 





had executed a very handsome lithograph 
portrait of him, as a testimonial of their 
appreciation of his long and able discharge 
of his editorial duties, and of bis efficient 
services in elevating the character of medi- 
cal. literature and science. This is a well 
merited and appropriate compliment, and 
we are gratified to acknowledge the favour 
done us by sending us a copy of the por- 


trait. 


New Work on Medical Jurisprudence.— 
Dr. Srernen Smira, one of the editors of 
the New York Journal of Medicine, ie pre- 
paring for press a work on ‘‘ Medical Juris- 
prudence, in its application to the Practice 
of Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery in 
the United States,’’ and is-desirous of hav- 
ing members of the profession to communi- 
cate to him reports of trials for mal- practice, 
or any facts relating to cases where: suite 
have been threatened, or instituted, . or 
quashed, or in which mal-practice has been 
alleged in the practice of Medicine, Sur- 
gery, or Midwifery. 


The Stethoscope.—This journal has been 
sold by the Medical Society of Virginia to 
the publishers, and is now edited by Drs. 
Goodridge A. Wilson and Richmond A. 
Lewis. 

Daniels’ Obstetrical Supporter.— We 
would call the attention of obstetricians to 
this instrument, which is designed to give 
support to the female during labour, and 
maintain her body and limbs in a favourable 
position. Some of our friends, who have 
employed it, testify to its fulfilling the indi- 
cations for which it is designed. 
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The Proctical Value of Theoretical Sci- 
ence: Alcohol from Coal-Gae.—For many, 
many years, the gas was the sole, or almost 
the sole valuable product of the distillation 
of coal. With the exception of the tar and 
coke, the other products were not merely 
suffered to run to waste, but to get rid of 
them was a continuous trouble and expense 
to the manufacturer. All this is now chang- 
ing—we had almost said changed—for now- 
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a-days the secondary products of gas-mak- 
ing are almost equal to the gas itself in im- 
portance and value—nay, to such an extent 
is this the case, that manoufactories already 
exist, not for distilling pit-coal for the pro- 
curing of gas, but for the special purpose of 
obtaining these several secondary products, 
the most important of which (under the 
name of parafine oil) is largely consumed, 
both as a lubricator and an illuminator. 
These secondary products, which may 
already be mentioned by dozens, are each 
of them of importance in agriculture, in 
the arts, or in the ordinary purposes of life. 
Many of them we owe to the chemist, 
working not for a practical end, but simply 
for the advancement of his science—seeking 
knowledge. in full faith and assurance that 
the knowledge thus sought and gained will 
in good time bring forth results important in 
their economical relations to his fellow-men. 

Such have been the minor triumphs of 
the chemist, when working on coal and its 
_products; but to-day we have to announce 
a far greater triumph—one long looked for 
and foreseen—though it was not perceived 
from what quarter this grand confirmation 
and crowning proof of the truth of the gene- 
ral.doctrines of organic chemistry was to 
@pring. 

True and rational theory has long shown 
us that radicals existed, formed of carbon 
and hydrogen, in definite series; and analy- 
sis has succeeded very lately in. isolating 
many of these radicals: but hitherto their 
sources have all been indirect, as from the 
distillation of wood, fermentation, ete. ; 
and we have waited and hoped till the time 
should come when synthesis should build 
up.and create what analysis had been only 
able to dissect, and to show must exist. 

This great discovery of M. Bertholot 
(which we find reported in extenso in the 
Chemical Gazette for Feb. 15th) forms an 
epoch in the progress of chemical science, 
whence we may date another start forwards. 
This is the conversion of bicarburetted hy- 
drogen gas into alcohol ; or, in other words, 
the forcing water to combine with coal-gas, 
to make spirit of wine. It appears that, 
when this bicarburetted hydrogen gas (con- 
veniently known as olefiant gas, and to the 
presence of which in coal-gas its illuminat- 
ing. powers are chiefly due), is violently 
shaken with sulphuric acid and metallic 
mercury for a long time, the gas is absorb- 
ed; and, on adding a little water, and dis- 
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tilling the mixture,. alcohol . is obtained, 
which, on examination, proves to be true 
ethylic alcohol, or spirit of wine. The ole- 
fiant gas was prepared in various ways; but 
its source mattered not : whatever its origin, 
it produced alcohol, ether, and all the vari- 
ous salts of ethyl. For complete details of 
the discovery, we must refer to the memoir 
itself, 

Vast as the practical results of this dis- 
covery may prove, its theoretical and moral 
value are to our minds immeasurably supe- 
rior. It adds another leaf to the chaplet of 
inductive science. It is evidently from a 
thorough acquaintance with, and from pon- 
dering on the abstract laws of chemical sci- 
ence that M. Bertholot has arrived at this 
discovery. It bears its own internal evi- 


{dence that it is no chance-medley invention, 


but that it is due immediately and directly 
to theoretical considerations alone ; and we 
doubt not that in this discovery we shall 
find hereafter another instance of the truth 
of Playfair’s maxim, that ‘‘It is abstract,” 
and not practical science, that is the life and 
soul of industry.’’—Association Med. Jour., 
March 2, 1855. 

Judicial Decision in Antwerp respect ing 
Medical Secrecy.—The Lower Court of 
Antwerp has just decided that a medical 
man who registers a child whose mother 
he has attended in labour, is not bound to 
divulge the name of the latter, if he have 
made a promise to keep the secret. The 
question and the trial had caused much sen- 
sation amongst our Belgian brethren, and 
we are happy to state that a large’ number 
of them’ joined in a subscription to sup- 
port Dr. Bessens, who refused to give the 
name of the mother in @ case of the descrip- 
tion mentioned above. The privilege thus 
conceded is honourable to our profession, 
and would have the tendency, were it gene- 
rally granted, to diminish the cases of in- 
fanticide.— Lancet, May 26, 1855. 


Osirvary Recorv.—Died, on the 2d of 
May, aged 49, of typhus fever, M. Marcnat, 
Professor of Surgery at the Faculty of Stras- 
burg. 

Died, on the 7th of May, at Gheel, aged 
90, M. pz Backer, the Nestor of Belgian 
Surgeons. 

Died, on: the 10th of April, at his resi- 
dence in Funchal, Island of Madeira, Dr. 
ALEXANDER OLIveEtIRA, aged 56. 





